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Basketball WA Volunteer Recognition Program

As a part of our 2021 – 2025 Strategic Plan, Basketball WA is placing a renewed focus on supporting Associations to continue to engage, train and retain volunteers from our broad community. Basketball in Western Australia has long thrived on the back of a huge volunteer base, and we need to continue to implement strategies to maintain and grow our numbers of volunteers to continue to support our growing sport.

Basketball WA would like to help Associations implement their own Volunteer Recognition Program.  As stated, volunteers are essential to maintain and grow Associations.  This is part of Basketball WA’s mission to have a successful volunteer program. Below is information that the new Volunteer Recognition program will include.

BWA Volunteer Awards

Each year BWA acknowledges Volunteers via our yearly awards ceremony.  This year our focus is to involve Associations more in this process.  Associations can now nominate volunteers during two nomination blocks.  Nominations from this will go into the running for the BWA awards.  All nominations are to be submitted by the Association committee members only.
Volunteers are the center of Western Australia’s basketball system and therefore our main aim is to recognize the people who give their time and effort in continuing to grow the sport of Basketball in our community.  To do this, each month during the nomination blocks we will recognize all nominees via our website and social media pages and select one volunteer to focus on.  

Nomination periods.
Block 1: May – July
Block 2: November – December

Volunteer Resources

The Volunteer Recognition Program is focused on giving Associations the resources they need to engage, train, and retain volunteers.  To do this the BWA website will soon be home to multiple resources Associations can use.  This will include templates for in-club nominations and winners, volunteer position descriptions, volunteer induction checklists, volunteer management plans, and more!

Volunteer Coordinator Role Support

The first step in creating a volunteer recognition program is to appoint a Volunteer Coordinator.  Associations will benefit from having a Volunteer Coordinator role within their committee as this role would be responsible for recruiting, training, and retaining volunteers.  The position would be responsible for:
· Development and maintenance of the program
· Provide ongoing support to volunteers
· Become the point of contact for volunteers
· Plan how and where to recruit volunteers
· Research what volunteer roles are needed within your Association
· Organise selection and screening procedures
· Arrange training and education opportunities
· Recognise volunteer contributions and importance

BWA has multiple resources to help the Volunteer Coordinator to induct and manage your volunteers.  These will be able to be found on the new BWA website under the Volunteer tab.








Duke 4 Sport Award volunteers:

The Duke 4 Sport Award is a program that connects young people aged 14 to 24 completing their Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award to sporting clubs and associations.  The program helps Associations attract young volunteers by providing opportunities for the volunteer to complete their voluntary service section of the award.  For information please visit: https://dukeofed.com.au/about-the-award/the-award/.
This program will help attract young volunteers to our Associations and help connect volunteers to Basketball. We will be in contact with you if there are volunteers in your area!
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